MARCEL DETIENNE, The gardens ofAdonis: spices in Greek mythology, translated by Janet Lloyd, Hassocks, Harvester Press, 1977, 8vo, pp. xxxv, 184, illus., £10.50 . Although the main thesis of this structuralist study of the myth of Adonis, the representation of illicit seduction, is unconvincing, and several of its arguments from analogy or polar opposition appear far-fetched, the evidence here assembled for the use and abuse of spices in classical antiquity is full of interest and entertainment. The aphrodisiac properties of perfumes and the opposite effect of garlic need no mythological explanation, but why the cold and wet lettuce gained its reputation as the anti-aphrodisiac food par excellence cannot easily be divined even by comparison with the misfortunes of mint or the malodorous rue.
The translation is fluent, but several irritating Gallicisms and misprints remain.
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